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U.S.S. CONYNGHAM (DD371)

SHIP'S HISTORY

4 NOVEMBER 1936 = 2 SEPTEMBER 1945

156625 Fii{ ‘: |
| ?&_‘ ﬁ ENCLOSURE (A)



Commissioned 4 November 1936 at Boston Navy Yard
Boston, Massachusetts.

1937

26 February - 26 liarch dock and speed trlals at
Boston Navy Yard,

12 April stood out of Boston enroute Norfolk,
Virginia. Arrived Norfolk 13 April.

15 April commenced shekedown cruise on which it
visited Ponta Delgada, Azores; Copenhagen, Denmark; Helsinki,
Finland; Antwerp, Belgium; Southhampton, England returnlng to
Boston Navy Yard 14 June for overhaul,

12 October (having completed official trisls) en-
route San Diego, California via Norfolk, Virginia; Guantanamo,
Cubs; Canal Zone arriving San Diego 30 November.

CONYNGHAM assigned as unit of DesDiv-5, DesRon-3,
DesFlot 1, Battle Force, U. S Fleet with San Dlego as a home
base.

1938

1 January - 10 July engaged in Gunnery and Tactical
Exercises. 15 January - 28 April CONYNGHAM participated in
fleet maneuvers and war gemes {(fleet problem XIX).

11 July enroute San Francisco, California to take
part in Presidential Review,

16 July returned to San Diego to resume Gunnery
Exercises.

1935

4 January enroute Guantansmo, Cuba via Canal Zone
with U.S. Fleet, 13 February - 27 February fleet maneuvers
and war games (Fleet Problem XX) conducted in Gonave Island
Guantanamo Area.

21 March enroute Mare Island Navy Yard, California
via Canal Zone for overhaul. Arrived 25 March.

19 July - 31 December based at San Diego whils en-
gaged in Gunnery and Tactical Problems.
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1940

Lo

1 January = 26 April based at San Diego while en-

gaged in Gunnery and Tactical Exercises, 1-26 April parti-

cipated in fleet maneuvers and war games (Fleet Problem XXI)
off Galifornia caast.

26 April enroute Pearl Harbor, T.H, CONYNGHAM P
, operated in and around Hawalian Islands area for the next 6 . T
jl months ¢

e _ 4 November enroute San Diego. Arrived San Diego
! 9 November,

9 December CONYNGHAM returned to Pearl Harbor for
overhaul, o ' :

1941

vﬁ 1 Janvary - 2 March based at Pearl Harbor for overe
: haul and taotical exercises,

3 March - 10 April CONYNGHAM engaged in tour of
: South and Southwest Pacific harboring at Pago Pago; Sidney _ i n
i and Brisbane, Australia; Suvs, Fiji Islands arriving Pearl - .
3 Harvor 10 April.

g 10 April - 22 October operated in. Hawaiian Area,

23-29 October enrouts.San Francisco, Galifcrnia N
returning to Pearl Harbor 20 ﬂbvember where she ramained unnﬁ'
til 7 December, '

; | WAR RECORD

G e ' ' 7 December r941 - Moored alongside WHITHEY’ Pearl
W Harbor, in nest of five destroyers., Assisted in shoating ¥
ki § down four attacking planes,

December 1941 = September 1942 - Gonvoy; escort,
and patrol duties in Pacific and Southwest Pacific,

3=8 June 1942 = Battle of Midwaye, No direct action
with the snemye _ ,
286 October 1942 - Battle of Santa Crug, acting as _ -
screening unit for Task Force 16, This vessel was credlted sid
y‘ with three (3) definites and nine (9) possible enemy planes, o |

2 November 1942 - Bombarded Kokumbona, Guadalcanal = R
as a unit of TU 62,444, - i g
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7 February 1943 - Bombarded Doma Cove Area, Guadal-
canal,.

17 February 1943 « Enemy night aerial torpedo attack
off San Cristobal., As a unit of TU 62.7.2. One (1) enemy ;
plane credited to CONYNGHAM,

February = June 1943 - Escort, convoy and patrol
duties between South Pacifie Islands and Australila,

l=3 July 1943 =« Kirlwinl and Woodlark Island landings,

23 August 1943 - Bombardment of Finschhafen, New
Guinea,

4 September 1943 - Iendings at Lae, New Cuinea,
enemy alir attacks, Attacked by three VALS while proceeding
independently enroute Buna., Two near mlisses of 100 1b, bombs
off the port quarter caused minor damage to ship and wounded
one man, BRANAMAN, Dale Finley, CTM, U,S. Navy, of Arvada,
Colorado, who received the Purple Heart,

22 September 1943 « Task Force 76 attacked by 12
enemy torpedo and fighter planes off Finschhafen, New Guinea,
o This vessel was credited with shooting down one (1) enemy
torpedo plané,

: 15 December 1943 « As & unit of Task Force 76, pare

BEaSES ticipated in landing at Arawe, New Britain, CONYNGHAM re
maining in area to pick up ILCT survivors. At 0900, while
steaming independently, a flight of approximately 30 enemy
planes were observsd approasching to the North. Three (3)

J peeled off to attack the CONYNGHAM, making successive divee
bomber attacks, One (1) plane was destroyed by main battery
fire, All bombs narrowly missed the ship,

26 December 1943 = As a unit of Task Force 76, pare
ticipated in landing at Cape Gloucester, New Britain.

- ”“““*QWJgﬁuary,1944 ~ As a unit of Task Force 76, partie
cipated in landing at Saidor, New Guinea, The operation was
uneventful,.

Dﬁring the operations off New (Guinea and New Britain,
from 4 September 1943 to 2 January 1944, CONYNGHAM acted as
Flagship for Admiral Daniel E. BARBEY, CTF 76.

19 March ~ 24 May 1944 - Routine overhaul, Mare
Island Navy Yard, California,

o 28-29 May 1944 - Pearl Harbor, T.H,
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6 June 1944 - Enroute Saipan as a unit of TG 58,7
of Task Force 58, Took part in preliminary bombardment and
counter—battery'action 13th June,

19 June 1944 - As a screening unit of TG 58,7,
participated in Philippine Sea Enemy Air Attacks, The
CONYNGHAM was credited with one (1) enemy plane in conjunc-
tion with the U.3.S. MINNEAPOLIS.

23 June = 5 August 1944 - During this time the
CONYNCGHAM acted as fire support, escort, and patrol vessel in
Saipan, Tinian, and Guem areas, In general the fire support
was extremely close, with 20mm and 40mm batteries affecting
8 close coverage.

In October 1944, the CONYNGHAM as a unit of DesRon
FIVE was transferred from 5th to 7th Fleet,

4 November 1944 - CONYNGHAM arrived in ILeyte Gulf
with resupply eéhelon. Gensral enemy =ir attacks in area
and on shipping.

16 November 1944 - Strafed by a low-flylng "JAKE™
while a unit TU 78.2.34 in Leyte Gulf, off Dulag. Minor ma-
terial damage Inflicted with seventeen (17) men wounded,
Following is the names and addresses of those who were wounded

and recelved the Purple Heart:

Lieut(jg) C.J. FULLER, USKR, Iaurelton Iong Island ¥.¥s
ABBOTT, E.G., 382 13 01 CGM TSN, San’ Francisco, Calif.
DIGKINSON R.L., 234 15 €6, CCS USH San Francisco, Calif
VAN BAUGH H., 662 16 17, TMlc, USNR Fresno, Calif,’
SUTTON, C. T., 337 20 B3, WTlc TSN, Springfieli I11,
DAGuETT A.A., 400 46 19 EMlc USNR Sebago Lake, Maine.
DZYKCKI E.J., 386 06 81 Emzc, USN, Puymllup, Wash,
CUNLIFFE P.,A., 708 38 25 RM3e, USNR Jersey City, Node
PICKARD, W;L., 575 64 25," RMSG USN Berkeley; Calife
DOBRUCKE, E.J., 244 05 91, Cox., USN, Philadeiphia, Pa.
BECK, C. D., 604 93 95, Slc USNR, Selma, Ala,

JONES Wed., B37 35 59 Flc USNR, Vérbena,‘Ala.

DEE, L R., 804 27 73, Szc 'USNR Concord, Mass,

KEEHER G.H., 412 99’ 60, Slc USNR Siiver City, N.M. '
TENNEY D.W., 377 99 96, Slc USNR Central Valley, Calif,
SMOTHERS, J.M., 313 50 79, S2e, USNR, West Frankfort, Ill.
STEWART, C Jey 838 35 80, Flc, USNR Springsville, Ala.

7 December 194& - Ag a unit of TG 783 in the landing
of the 77th Division at Ormoec Bay, participated in bombardment
and covering fire and resisted enemy suicidal elir atbtacks
throughout the day. This vessel escaped damage and shot down
one (1) VAL suicide attacker close aboard to starboard, also
recelving credit for several assists,



11 December As a unit of Ormoc Resupply Echelon
with CDS-14 as OTC engaged in enemy suicidal attack while
enroute Ormoc. Two suicide planes crashed into REID sink-
ing her immediately. Remaining enemy suicide planes driven
off by heavy automatic weapons fire.

12 December 1944 - At dawn a DINAH strafed in-
effectlvely and dropped a small bomb, landing about 200
yards off the port quarter., Shortly thereafter, two FRAWCES's
made ineffective strafing runs from astern over the port side.
Heavy air attacks continued on the unit as it retired through
the Camotes Sea. At one time several planes attacked the
CALDWELL and CONYNGHAM, hitting the former and narrowly miss-
ing the latter. One, explodlng over the fantail, caused
several men to go over the side, to be picked up shortly by
LCM's of the unit, no casualties to personnel.

After a few escorting duties through the Surigao
Straits, this vessel proceeded to Manus, Admiralty Islands,

3-13 January 1945 = Participated in Lingayen as-
sault unit as a member of Echelon G-3., On 12 January, off
Manila, the unit was subjected to several air attacks, no
ships were sunk, however.

31 January - 2 February 1945 - Farticipated in
bombardment and landing at Nasugbu, Luzon, as a member of
TG 7842

15~-16 February 1945 - As a unit of TG 78.3, parti-
cipated in Mariveles-Corregidor landings. Several floating
mines were exploded by automatic weapons fire. One enemy
non" boat was destroyed seven miles off Corregidor., One
offlcer was wounded by the explosion, Lieut(jg) Elmo S, Irby,
USNR, of Fort Worth, Yexas, who received the Purple Heart.

28-29 ﬁebruary 1945 - Participated in the bombard— .f
ment and landing at Puerto Princessa, Palawan, P.I.

24=29 March - As a unit of TG 78,2, participated
in landing operations Cebu Island, P.I. Only enemy forces
encountered were midget submarine and three enemy planes,

19-26 April - As a unit of TG 78.2, participated
in troop landings at Polloc Harbor, Mindanso, P.I. No
enemy contacts. No fire support.

l-4 May - As a unit of TG 78.2, participated in
landing operations Davao Gulf, iindanso Islend, P.I. No
enemy contacts. No fire support. -
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9-13 May - As a unit of TG 78.2, participated in
resupply opsrations Daveo Gulf and covered minesweeping
operations, giving fire support as requested.

26 June - 4 July - As a unit of TG 78.2, partici-
pated in amphibious operations Balikpapen, Borneo.Island.
Conducted shore bombardment as scheduled. Counter-battery
fire engaged with enemy shore units. No damage to ship.

9-21 July - Participated as a unit of a resupply
group to Belikpapen. No enemy units encountered.

22 July - Enroute to Subic Bay, Luzon Island,
P.I.; Tor overhanl.

Arrived Subic Bay 31 July for overhaul., Under-
going overhaul when surrender offer made. Moved to Leyte
Gulf 31 August, and present at Leyte Gulf for official
V-Jd Day Celebration. -

OFFICERS COMMAWDING DURING PERIOD OF WAR:

PERIOD NAME RANK ADDRESS

1941 -~ 1942 HENRY C. DANIEL Commander San Francisco, Calif.
1942 - 1943 JAMES H. WARD Commander San Francisco, Calif. .
1943 - 1945 BROWN TAYLOR Commander Annapolis, Maryland.
1955 e FRANK W. BAMPTON Lieut-Comdr Tacoms, Washington.

AWARDS RECEIVED BY INDIVIDUALS WHILE SERVING ABOARD THE U.S.S.
CONYNGHAM: ‘ :

AW£RD NAME, RANK/RATE -DATE REASON FOR AWARD
Silver Star JAMES H, WARD, 9-4443 For exceilent SEEﬁ
Comdr., USN. handling during enemy

alr attack on Task
Force 76, Finschhafen,
New Guinea.

Silver Star BROWN TAYLOR, 12-7-Ll For excellent ship
Comdr., USN, handling during enemy
_ suicide attacks at
Ormoc Bey, P.I.

Bronze Star JAMES He WARD, 2-17-43 TFYor outstanding service
Comdr., USN, - as CTU 62,7.2 whilse
under air attack near
Guadalcanal,
“6_



AWARDS (Cont 'd)

AWARD " NALE, RANK/RATE. DATE  REASON FOR AWARD

Bronze Star BROWN TAYIOR, 12-11-44 TFor excellent ship
Comdr., USN. handling during enemy

suicide attacks on TG
78.3 at Ormoc Bay, P.T.

Bronze Star FRANK W. BAMPTON, 1-26-45 For the Philippine
Lieut-Comdr.,USN, to Campaign.
T=5-45
Letter of Commen- ROBERT W. PATTON, 11-16-44 For his excellent and
dation (with Lt. MC, USNR. skilled work caring for
ribbon) wounded, and his orgen-

ization of a surgical
team at Leyte Gulf,

Letter of Commen~ SAM R. LicCAIN, 12-11-ll For outstanding work as

dation (with Lt(jg), USHR. Gunnery Officer during

ribbon) air attacks, Ormoc Bay,
P.ls

Letter of Commen- EINO S. IRBY, 12-11-44 For outstanding work as

dation (with -1t{ jg), USNR. Gunnery Officer during

ribbon) - air attacks, Ormoc Bay,
P.II

et Letter of Commen- BARNES, W.A., 12-11-44 For outstanding work at
é dation (with GM2c, USHR. 4LOmm directors during
Tibbon) enemy air attacks, Ormoc
: Bay, 2ol

Letter of Commen- WILSON, C.C., 12-11-44 For outstanding work at

dation (with FC3e, USHR. 40mm directors during

ribbon) enemy air attacks, Ormoc
Bay, P.I.

Letter of Commen- LOMBARDI, F., 12-11-4L For outstanding work at

dation (with Slc, USKR. 50 Cal. machinegun

ribbon) during enemy air attacks

, Ormoe Bay, P«I.

Letter of Commen~ STEELE, J.L., 12-11-4L For outstanding wotk at

dation (with Slc, USNR. 50 Cals machinegun

ribbon) during enemy air attacks

Ormoc Bay, P.I,.



USS CONYNGHAM (DD-371) —1-
SERVICE

SOURCE DATE DEPARTED ARRIVED DATE = REMARKS

'As of 7 Dec 41 undergoing re-
ipairs at P. H.; assisting in
downing 4 Jap planes and unde
way by 1700 fop patrol.
Operated out &£ P. H. on patrd
and convoy duty until Jan 42;
i : entered Mare I. for avail,
] : until 24 Jan. Convoy duty to
. ! ' Johnston I. Returned to Mare
; ' : I. {1-11:Mar)for availability
| i Continued convom escort duty

i between West Coast and N. H.
! } . Screening ENTERPRISE and HOB-
' i ‘ | : NET in Battle of Midway 3-5

[

! 0O history

: Jun. Resumed convoy duties
i i until Oct 42.
i 16 Qct 42 | Pearl Harbor Sortied with TF 16 screening|ENTERPRISE in Battle €6 Santa
; ' Cruz; flefending ¢arriers from 170-180 enemy planes.
’ = Commenced operating in support of Guadalcanal operation,
! i 2 Nov: Ybombarded Kokumbona; [then screening FULLER, forced
i ; to manemver to ayoid units of TF 65 and collided with
' I FULLER flooding her figeroom$, knocking her mo. 1 stack

| to deck and losing all electricsl power forward. Gaine

! H
ﬂ:} | i enough power to Yimp to Espipro. Savre (5-1 Novia)
o ‘ Voumea : ¥ oy Y4, (Emergency repairs.
' i a7 Nov 42 | Noumea Pearl Harbor Y Dee. W3 |Repairs,
' | 25 Jan 43 ; Pearl Harbor Espiritu Santo 4 Fedb 43 |Resumed support of Guadal-

canal operation.| On 7 Feb bombarded Doma Cove area,
¢ : l Continued escort{ convoy and patrol duties between S. Pag
Is. and Australig through Jun 43,

i wini Is. off New |Guhinea.
23 Aug: bombarded Finschhafeny, N. G.

4 Sep: screened |{landings at{Lse, ¥. G.; withdrew to Buna
i and attacked by J bombers for near misses, camsing loss

i : i temporarlily of sfeering contyol and injuty of 1 man,

1-3 Jul: Jjoined 76 for 1aidings on Woodlark and Kiri-
e




L sdsam

SOURCE

DATE

USS CONYNGHAM (DD-371) -2-

DEPARTED

SERVICE

ARRIVED __DATE REMARKS

00 history

|
f

|
| |
|

1944;

i 6 Jan 44

10 BB Y

H 2 Mar 44
‘24 May 44

1
I

|

(Earned 14 Battle Stars for

jAOCXT.+3fwadwlugjﬁﬁﬂmuq

W, G.
Brishane

N. G.

San Francisfo

22 Sev 43; participated in landings north of Finschhafen,
N. 6. To i i
Brisbane : 7 Gex &3 !LRepairs.
15 Dec: supported landing on Arawe, New Britain.
26 Dec: supported landings dn Cape Gloucester, Y. B.
2 Jan 44; landings at Saida}. N. G.
Brishane 1 dad Wt !Drydocked.
N. G. 13| 3 Feb 44 |Resumed escort and patrol.
San Francisco 18 Mar 44 |Overhﬂul.
Via P. H. to Majuro and rend¢zvous with TF 58. Sortied
as vart of screen for NEW JERSEY for Marianas operation.
13 Jun: bombarded Saipan.
25 Jun-5 Aug: acting as fire support, escort and patrol
ves8el in SaipanT Tinlan and{Gwam area. In Saipan duty
tried psychologi@sl warfare Yroadcasting assurances of
safeconduct over pa system; pombarded diehards.who re-
fused to surrendér.
Leyte CGulf 4 Nov 44 |[Transferred to 7th fl4;
gcreened resupply echelon
for Leyte op. On 16 Nov
strafed by float plane;
17 wounded.
7 Dec: covered ldndings at Ormoc Beyunder heavy air attack
11 Dec: resupply convoy to Trmoc.

Manus 23 Dec 44 |Availability. To Hellandia

to escort convoy back to Leyte
for landings at Hingayen Gulf 4~18 Jan 45.
Asgsisted crippled SHADWELL to San Pedro Bay 25 Jan.
3l Jan: bombardmgnt station off San Diego Pt., lLuzon;
engaged PT and syicide boatsion night of 1 Feb.
14~16 Feb: perticipated in Mariveles-Corregidor landings
28 Feb-1 Mar: supported landings at Puerto Princessa, Pala
wan. In Subic By for aveilability 10-16 Mar,
Continued routing landings on Polloc Harbor, Mindanao (19
Apr); Davae Gulf|(1 May); bombardment of Balikpepan, Borne
26 Jun-4 Jud, I ,

" Subic Bay 22 Jul 45 Overhaul: still there at end

Wi II service) of war. Used in atomic tests
in 1946; decommissioned 12/2(/+é-




Unit and Personal Awards P;ge 1of1

Unit and Personal Awards

llUnit Awards with Battle and Engagement Stars
‘[AMERICAN AREA DEFENSE - 1 Bronze Star

AMERICAN AREA SERVICE RIBBON

ASIATIC-PACIFIC RIBBON - 2 Silver Stars

PHILIPPINE LIBERATION RIBBON - 1 Bronze Star
BALIKPAPAN, BORNEO OPERATION - 1 Bronze Star
MANILA-BICOL-NASAGBU OPERATION - 1 Bronze Star
CONSOLIDATION OF SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES - 1 Bronze Star

[Personal Awards
[Commander J. H. Ward: Silver Star and Bronze Star
Commander Brown Taylor: Silver Star and Bronze Star
Ship's Company: 8 Commendation Ribbons

Ship's Company: 18 Purple Hearts

http://www.tincansailors.com/DD371-Site/unit_and personal awards.htm 7/30/01



USS CONYNGHAM

USS CONYNGHAM (DD-371)
Battle Stars
1. 1 Star Pearl Harbor 7 December 1941
2. 1 Star Battle of Midway 3-6 June 1942
3. 1 Star Battle of Santa Cruz Islands 26 October 1942
4. 1 Star Capture and Defense of Guadacanal 2 November 1942
5. 1 Star Consolidation of Soloman Islands 17 February 1943
6. 1 Star Eastern New Guinea Operation
Lae Operation 4 September 1943
Finschhafen Occupation 22 September 1943
Saidor Occupation 2 January 17-19-1944
7. 1 Star Bismark Archipelago Operation
Supporting Air Actions 15-16 December 1943
Cape Gloucester, New Britain 26 December 1943
8. 1 Star Marianas Operation
Capture and Occupation of Saipan 14 June-12 July 1944
Battle of Philippine Sea 19-20 June 1944
Capture and Occupation of Guam 21-23 July 1944
9. 1 Star Tinian Capture and Occupation 24 July-10 August 1944
10. 1 Star Leyte Operation
Leyte Landings 4-13, 19-29 November 1944.
Ormoc Bay Landings 7-8 December 1944
11. 1 Star Lingayen Gulf Landings 4-18 January 1945

12. 1 Star Balikpapan Operation 26 June- 9 July 1945

http://www.tincansailors.com/DD371-Site/battle_stars.htm
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USS CONYNGHAM

13. 1 Star Manila Bay Bicol Operation
Nsugbu 31 January-5 February 1945
Marivolos Corregidor 14-28 February 1945

14. 1 Star Consolidation of the Southemn Philippines
Palawen Islands Landings 28 February-1 March 1945
Mindanao Island Landings 17-23 April- 3 May 1945

Visayan Island Landings 26-28 March 1945

http://www.tincansailors.com/DD371-Site/battle _stars.htm
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World War II Chronology of DD Page 1 of 2

World War Il Chronology of DD-371

Pearl Harbor: 7 December 1941

Battle of Midway: 3-6 June 1942

Battle of Santa Cruz: 26 October 1942

Kokumbona Area, Guadalcanal Bombardment: 2 November 1942
Doma Cove Area Bombardment: 7 February 1943

San Christobal - Night Aerial Torpedo Attack: 17 February 1943
Kiriwini and Woodlark Landings: 1 July 1943

Finchaffen, New Guinea Bombardment: 23 August 1943
Finchaffen, New Guinea Landing: 22 September 1943

Lae, New Guinea Landing and Aircraft action: 4 September 1943

Cape Merkus - Arawe, New Britain Landing and Enemy Aerial Attacks: 15 December
1943

Cape Gloucester, New Britain Bombardment and Landing: 12 December 1943
Saidor, New Guinea, Landing: 2 January 1944

Mare Island for Repairs (Ship company granted 30 day leave)

Saipan, Marianas - Air strikes and enemy air action: 12 June 1944

Saipan- Bombardnent and Counter Battery action: 13-14 June 1944

Garapan Town - Saipan Bombardment: 16 June 1944

First Battle of the Philippine Sea: 19-21 June 1944

Saipan, Bombardment of Hagashinara: 25 June 1944

Saipan, Bombardment: 4 July 1944

Enemy Air Attacks off Saipan: 7 July 1944

Fire Support Mission off Saipan: 8-9 July 1944

Guam, Marianna Operation: 18 - 22 July 1944

Tinian, Mariannas - under air strikes while supporting assault: 26 July - 2 August 1944

Marco Point Tinian Bombardment - Assisted in influencing several hundred of the
enemy to surrender: 5 August 1944

Leyte Guif; Air Action: 12 November 1944

Leyte Gulf Enemy Air action: 9 - 23 November 1944 ,
Dispatched to San Pedro Bay, P.l. Enemy action: 19 November 1944
Leyte Guif Air Action: 24-27 November. (Hairy.)

http://www.tincansailors.com/DD371 ~Site/world_war__ii_chronologyﬁof;dd.htm 7/30/01



World War II Chronology of DD - - Page 2 of 2

Ormoc Gulf Bombardment, covering assuilt landings, under consistant Suicide bomber
attacks: 7 December 1944 (Really hairy.)

Surigao Straits heavy enemy air attack: 11 December 1944

Leyte Gulf Enemy suicide dive bomber attacks: 14-19 December 1944

Off Manila Heavy enemy air action: 12 January 1945

Lingayen Gulf, Luzon escort Resupply fleet, heavy air attacks: 13 January 1945
Nasugbu, Luzon, Bombardment covering assault landing: 31 January 1945

Mariveles Harbor, Luzon Landing: 15 February 1945

Corregidor, Ressupply: 17 February 1945

La Monja Island P.l.Bombardment and destruction of enemy mines: 19 February 1945

Puerto Princessa, Palawan.P.l. Bombardment of Shore installations and landing: 2
February 1945

Talisay, Cebu P.l. Landing of Troops and Bombardment of Cebu City. Action with
enemy submarine: 24-29 March 1945

Pollock Harbor, Mindanao, P. |. Participation in the occupation: 19 - 23 April 1945
Sanata Cruz, Mindanao Support Assult Landing: 1-4 May, 1945

Taloma Bay, Davao, Mindanao. Bombardment of enemy troops, supply dumps, gun
emplacements: 9-11 May 1945 .

Cape Augustine, Mindanao, P. |. Bombardment: 19 May 1945

Balikpapan, Borneo, N.E. Bombardment, Landing, Counter Battery fire: 26 June - 4 July
1945

Balikpapan Escort resupply fleet, support bombardment: 12 - 15 July 1945

Ship was anchored in Subic Bay, Philippine Islands when war ended. All hands began

“"Counting Points.” Us regular navy types watched with envy as the crew began to be
relieved and returned to civilian life.

hitp://www tincansailors.com/DD371-Site/world_war ii_chronology of dd.htm 7/30/01



SHIPS HWAMED CONYNGHAM

On 11 December 1944 the destroyer wds again underway
with reinforcements for Ormoc Bay. The morning of 12
December a sulcide plane was buffeted by S5-inch fire as’
it dived for CONYNGHAM. DBut shells of CONYNGHAM caused
the enemy to plunge into the water barely clear of her
port screw guard. Time and again CONYNGHAM gunners met
enemy aerial attacks with the limit of the capacity of
her gun batteries. She returned to San Pedro Bay the
night of 12 December 1944 having earned the high praise
of Commander, Destroyer Squadron 14: "“To say well done
to such a hard fighting and gallant group of officers
and men who under the most trying circumstances showed
their guts and grit is an honor which I highly prize.*

CONYNGHAM continued to cover resupply lanes to Ormoc
until 23 December 1944. She then guarded an amphibious
landing convoy to Lingayen Gulf, arriving 13 January 1945.
Troops were soon ashore and the destroyer next found
herself providing qunfire support to the landings at
Nasugbu, Luzon, 27 January-2 February 1945. She
protected minesweepers at the mouth of Manila Bay 15
February 1945 and destroyed an explosive-laden suicide
craft in the early morning darkness of the 1l6th as she
continued to support the landings in the Mariveles
Harbor-Corregidor areas of Manila Bay.

CONYNGHAM joined in the assault at Puerto Princessa
Harbor, Palawan, 26 February-3 March 1945 and gave gunfire
support to troops landing at Talisay, Cebu Island, 24-29
March 1945. She hit enemy supply and troop dispersal
areas in Davao Gulf 9-13 May, then joined in amphibious
rehearsals on the southeast coast of Morotai to prepare
for the impending liberation of Borneo. ©On 26 June 1945
she got underway for Balikpapan, Borneo, where she
provided gunfire support to the landing of Australian
troops 1-3 July 1945. She twice protected reinforcement
convoys between Morotai and Ballkpapan before the end
of the month.

CONYNGHAM departed Balikpapan 21 July with an amphibious
landing ship convoy which entered Subic Bay, Luzon, 27
July 1945. She was anchored in Subic Bay when hostilities
ceased 15 August and got underway 5 September as a unit of
the escort for an amphibious convoy which reached Buckner
Bay, Okinawa, the 10th. The destroyer returned to Subic
Bay 15 September and departed the Ph;llpplnes 2 November
for home.



SHIPS NAMED CONYNGHAM

Following the magnificent victory in the Battle of the
Philippine Sea, CONYNGCHAM took radar picket station in the
Saipan transport area and gave fire support to troops ashore
until 9 July. She then joined the screen of escort carriers
pounding targets throughout the Marianas in support of
advancing troops. On 5 August 1945 she routed Japanese
from caves and crevices on East Tinian and persuaded a good
number to surrender by appeals made from an electric "bull
horn."™ Thereafter she joined a patrol and escort force
operating between the Marshalls and Marianas Islands. Her
most frequent convoy escort voyages were made between
Saipan and Eniwetok.

CONYNGHAM departed Eniwetok 18 October 1944 and reported
to the Seventh Fleet for duty at Hollandia, New Guinea, 20
October 1944. The liberation of the Philippines began 20
October with the landings at Leyte and the remnants of the
Japanese Fleet fled in stunning defeat 25 October 1944 as
CONYNGHAM departed Hollandia with 19 merchant ships carrying
logistic supplies destined for San Pedro Bay. She reached
her destination 7 November 1944 and began patrol in Leyte
Gulf to guard incoming and outbound convoys.

CONYNGHAM was guarding a tank landing ship (LST)
convoy in the deep twilight of 16 November when an enemy
float plane passed directly over the destroyer. LST's
opened fire on the enemy aircraft with the result that
six "“friendly" 20-mm shells landed on CONYNGHAM. The
phosphorus-filled missiles injured 1 officer and 16 men
of the destroyer. She gave bombardment support to the
landing of the 77th Infantry Division in the Ormoc Bay
Assault Area 7 December 1944. Suicide attacks of enemy
planes were repelled throughout the same day. One single
engined plane emerged from clouds in a weaving glide and
was hit repeatedly as it continued in. When about a hundred
yards from CONYNGHAM, the enemy aircraft went into a
fluttering spin and dropped into the sea to the tremendous
relief of all hands. There was a split second of silence,

" then a rolling cheer of triumph was heard throughout the

ship. Less than an- hour later two suicide planes attacked
the rear of the LST formation and combined fire from all
ships as well as a P-3B fighter followed the enemy within
100 feet of an LST at masthead height. Both enemy planes
were knocked down into the sea. The destroyer passed back
through Surigao Strait that night and anchored in San
Pedro Bay.






5 . destroye id. Ma-
orps planes attacked the
am for 25 minutes he-

e sank, the announcement
She was the Navy’s second

She set

'NGHAM

She was

She got underway from

! A DIIET MISTOTY OT e usstuye::
“ mvolved in the Bikini atomic bomb

Thrs article was prompted by a note on the matter from Denis Gard_'c’r:'ri'-- i
. By Ed Zajkowski

In 1945 the world had learned of a fnghtemng new awesome power cal[ed the
atomic bomb. Soon after, the military and scientific worlds realized how little was
- really known of this fierce weapon. What would happen to a fleet efshrps subjected to
this tremendous surge of power and radioactivity? :
The tests were labeled “Operation Crossroads.” Our. accounting will deaE only
-with the destroyers involved. 13 DD's were chosen to participate in the tests. They -
were repaired and made fleet ready. Only items of historical interest or material
: desperately needed by the active fleet was removed. Durngune 1946, a!l ofthe shlps .
were in the Bikini area. ;
' The first test (Test A) was an air burst. It detonated on 1 July 1946 ’atQA M Brkml ;
_ timeor 30 June 1946, 5P.M. EST. USS ANDERSON DD-411 was about 1500 eet from
~ target point. Within one minute her superstructure was mns’riy gone, an intense fire
“burning. After four minutes she rolled on her port side, in six she was bottom up.
Anderson was totally gone at the eight minute mark. She sank in 200 feet of water.
Later inspection showed the ship unrecognizahle as a DD and totally damaged,

USS LAMSON DD-367, the oldest DD at the test, was a little less than % mile from
the target point. After the blast, some bridgework and masts were gone and she listed
to starboard. Within the hour she was on her side, finally floating bottom up. She
disappeared at the eight hour mark. Underwater mspectlon showed all parts of the
ship severely damaged.

The second test (Test B) was an underwater burst. It detonated on 25 July 1946 .
at 8:35 A.M. Bikini time or 24 July 1946, 4:35 P.M. EST.

Shortly after the burst, USS HUGHES DD-410 was found to be in great danger of
sinking. She was taken in tow and beached. All other ships were severely.so ked with
radioactive sea water. The remaining DD’s were monitored and experlmented wrth
until disposed of as shown on the chart. :

- All 13 DD’s were in Task Unit 1.2.3 commanded by Cdr. LW Sedgwrekwhrch was
under the general command of Task Group 1.2 under Rear Adm. F. G. Fahnon -

The following destroyers were support vessels called the surface pa' :

* ‘task group 1.7:

FLUSSER DD-368

INGRAHAM DD-694
LAFFEY DDa724

MOALE DD- 693
WALKE DD-723
: LOWRY DD 770

A. SUMNER DD: 692
BARTON DD-722
0'BRIEN DD-725

R.K. HUNTINGTON DD-781 ]
The following destroyers were support vessels attached to the Navy alr grou D,
task group 1.6 e _

ler touching Eniwetok and Pearl Harbor C'

reachea San Diedo’; California, 21 November 1945.
The veteran destroyer survived the atomic tests,

departing 22 August .for Kwajalein, thence to Pearl Harbor
CONYNGHAM (DD-371) received 14 battle stars for the

course for Pearl Harbor 27 December 1945 and staged with
World War II Operations

units of the joint task force preparing for the Atomic

Bomb experiments in the Marshalls.
Pearl Harbor 23 May 1946 and reached Bikini Atoll 20 May

where she remained from 5 September to 11 October 1946.
She entered the Mare Island Naval Shipyard 17 October

1946 and decommissioned there 20 December 1946.
taken out to sea and scuttled 2 July 1948.

1946.

TURNER DD-834 C.P. CECIL DD- 835
FURSE DD-882 N.K. PERRY DD 883
TEST DESTROYERS AT BIKINI s
NAME - | HULL| CcOMM. | SUNK* | YARD BU!LT' co AT rEsr WW_!I-S}'ARS
LAMSON 367| 10/21/36 | 7/1/46 BathiW. |  Ellison A
MUGFORD 389| 8/16/37 | 3/22/48 | Buoston NY Harvey L
R.TALBOT | 3901 10/14/37 | 3/8/48 | Boston NY Spore. 12
‘MAYRANT 402 | 9/19/39 | 4/4/48 Boston NY Buaas =l
TRIPPE 403 11/1/39 | 2/3/48 Boston NY - | 7 =
RHIND 404 | 11/10/39 | 3/22/48 | . Phila. NY Sharer e
STACK 406 11/20/39 | 4/24/48 | Norfolk NY Shirmiah = |2~ a2
WILSON 408| 7/5/39 | 3/8/48 | 'PugetS.NY Pauli ot
HUGHES 410 9/21/39 | 10/16/48 | Bath IW. Bill, Jr. 1
'ANDERSON | 411} 6/19/39 | 7/1/46 | Fed.SB.Co. | McMullen | 10
-MUSTIN 413| 9/15/39 | 4/18/48 | MNewport | Mathews e 13
: . .| News $SB Co. s -
WAINWRIGHT| 419/ 4/15/40 | 7/5/48 | Norfolk NY | -Sedgwick
ONYNGHAM | 371| 11/4/36 | 7/2/48 | BostonNY |

LR LI e S
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"IRON NERVES OF NAVY GUNNERS SAVE INVASION FLEET OFF LEYTE"
"MONEY PLAYERS" Never Falter as Japanese Bombess
Harmmer at Convoy Adter 77th Division Lands;

Two Ships Are Lost in 10-Hour Assault.

By Homer Bigart

ABOARD THE U.S.S. CONYNGHAM, Destroyen, off Leyte, Dec. §----Rain '
clouds closed in over Swiigao Strhait ewly Last night, ending one of the
stnangest and most frenzied Naval-versus-ain engagements of the Pacifdic
wai, Eastward through the sthait into the companative safety of Leyte
Culf crept the amphibious task force under Rear Admirnal A.D. Struble.

: The Landing of the 77th Division near the entrance o Oamoc Bay had

been accomplished with notable success. Then, when virtually all trhoops
and supplies were safely ashore, Japanese bombens stnuck. For ten hours
until dusk new enemy fwin-engined bombers and the familLiarn Hamp and O0scar
bombests intermittently knifed through the clouds in screaming dives on
Lhe warships and Landing cragt in the Camotes Sea.

From the bridge, with Commander Brown Taylon, of Macon, Ga., we
counted at Least twenty-seven Japanese planes crashing Like buzz-bombs
into the sea. The steady coolness of our gunners saved This destroyer
when an enemy bomber, diving towand the stanboarnd quantern, was finally
brought down by machine-gun . bullets 500 yarnds astern beforne the Japanese
could nelease his bomb Load. _ :

Herne was dive-bombing of such intensity to make our netuwn resembfe
the Mwumansk orn Malta nhuns back in the days when there was stilL & great
Lugtwaffe. Perhaps this was wonse, fon Japanese pilots eagern fo die for
Zhe Emperon are hand to discounage. .

There was an element of utter madness in the spectacle of enemy bembers
attempting Lo penetrate solid cones of Naval gunfire. Time and again they
Diled dive-bombing through suicidal cuntains of §Lak. Occasionally dusiing
the afternoon they were favored by Low clouds which hid them from the gunners
until they cameplunging down through the murk directly overhead.

Those were moments of cold sweat. We stared at the cloud cover until
our eyes ached. In periods of quiet we could hean the drone of enemy motons
above the clouds. Then the drone would swell abruptly into a hideous scream
as a bomber plunged. Instantly the scream would be bfotted out by the
shuddering of 5-inch guns. Sometimes bomberns disinteghated in mid air after
they plunged in batls of girne. But sometimes they found their target.

In the §inst hour of the attack we Lost an eight-year old destroyen
and an over-age foun-stack destroyern converted into a thansport.

They wene farn out in a picket Line screening the nonthean passage be-
tween Leyte and Ponson Island. They had been warned of an approaching
Japanese convoy, which had been reported at dawn fonty-five miles off the
nonthwest tip of Leyte, headed for Onmec.

" Since the Japanese were certain to have strong ain cover, an attack was
expected momentarily, and no one was swipiised when . §ive enemy divebombers
appeared grom the nonth shorntly aften § a.m.
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They peeled 044 at about 12,000 feet and came roaring down. Fortfun-
ately, the transport for which they were headed had unfoaded her troops
 dn the §inst assault wave and now was emply excepi for her normal comple-
ment.

The {§inst bomber overshot, dropping i€s Load 100 yards off the trans-
port's siarboarnd bow. The second scored squarely amidships. There was a
doarning burnst of ffames. We same one of hen stacks crumple, then'oabcwu&ng
pillans of black smoke.

For mone than fwenty minutes the trnansport's crew tried to check the
girne. Then we saw boats Lowened. Anothen Transpont hove astern, taking -
swrvivons aboand.

Meanwhite, another bomber struck the forecastle of the northern most
destroyern. Flames made napid headway, spreading close to ithe magazines,
and the onden to abondon ship came quickly. ALL but nine officens and men
were saved.

Both ships burned throughout most of the morning. Then the destroyen
which stood by pumped a few shells Lnto the transport. She blew apant in
a sernies of napdd explosions, and nothing remained when fthe smoke Lifted.
Tih;an The destroyen naced up the channel to finish off the other abandoned
ship.

There folfowed a Lull, during which our destroyern gave close supponrt
Lo the troops pushing nonthwarnd grom the beachhead towarnd Onmoc. Getting
no reaction grom the shone batiernies, Commander Taylor sent his ship with-
in 1,000 yards of the village of Ipil, through which Japanese troops and
vehicles were nreported hwuying southwand to contain the beachhead threat.

Six Japanese barges Lay high and dny along Ipil's nawow beach and
Taylon spotted two small con&aaﬂ huts that Looked suspiciowsly £¢he camou-
fLaged pilfboxes.

FIELD DAY FOR GUNNERS

But the piffboxes stayed quiet. The beach Looked deserted and there
was no sign of Life around the abandoned barges. As we drew nearer, we
saw that Ipil was a typical Philippine small town -- a cfuster of nipa
huts dominated by the copra warehouse with the tall white chimney and gal-
vanized ion hoof.

I£ wdas one of those happy situations that prevail once in a destroyen's
Ligetime. Here were visual tangets at pointblank range, and nothing o
shoot back at you.

We had a thoroughly delightful half houwr. The destroyern's 5-inchess
salvoed into Ipif, obLiterating huts, uprooting palm trees and crumbling
the stonage tanks, which we had hoped contained Japanese gasoline but
proved empiy. Red tracens ghom hen 40MM guns arched Lazily into the woods
surnrounding the fown. Buf there was no z»égn of the Japanese, and presently
we nan out of targets.

© Up the coast, barely a mile and a half away, Ray Ommoc, Leyte's biggest
Lown and the port of escape forn the estimated 25,000 .Tapane,se in the Onmoc
corddon. There was no shipping in Lhe harbor aud the town's single wharf
was a shapeless heap of blackened Limber. Sunprisingly thene appeared to
be only moderate damage within the fown, although it has been undern artil-
Lerny fine forn mone than a month and -6&ij0)th to atmost daily air naids.

RIVER BRIDGE 1S SEIZED

On a hilltop south of the town stood two Large wooden barracks of Camp
Downes. A gaping hole in the ned noof of one showed where General Douglas
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MacArthur's bombers had stmuck. The Japanese had made no attempt to camou-
gLage the building, and we saw no Lindication 04 enemy occupancy.

By this Lime Majon Genenal Adwrew Dodd Bruce's beachhead force had
moved within 200 yards of Tpif, selzing the bridge overn the Voad River
which the Japanese had mined but faifed fo demolish. They were nowonly fwo
mifes grom the southern edge of Ormoc. Nean the river's mouth they uncovered
an enmy seaplane which the Japanese had pushed across the beach and hidden in
a thicket, evidently forn the getaway of high Japanese officens. .. ‘

Alrneady tanks and arntilleny were ashone, and therne seemed no further
need of destroyen support. Thus far the operation had been a model of Anmy-
Navy co-operation. ;

At it Light oun ship and other destroyens softened the beaches with -
a gifteen-minute bombardment. Then small rocket aships moved in, Launching
thousands of profectiles that nipped through the gray dawn with the sound
o4 fearning cloth. Schools of Little boats bearning the assault wave §oflowed
close behind.

We saw the ingantry men wade ashore, disappear in the f§ringe of woods
and emerge on the rice gields beyond. Noxt one shot was heard. Groups of
soldiers walked boldly achoss the open ghound with out drawing ginre.

An hour passed without a single reponted casualiy. Then some sLight
smafl axms gfine was encountered nearn Ipif, and the infantry halted while
mortarns wene brought up. Farthern down the beach a fLanding craft jammed for
several anxious minutes, a helpless target for enemy fire. Eventually, waves
§rom passing cragt nudged it afloat.

"By 10 o'clock the division was ashone, but Lt would take anothern hour
04 maneuvering before the convoy re-fomumed for the retfurn voyage. Meamwhile,
we were 3itting ducks fon the Japanese bombers, which nawapproached from all
around the clock.

1t didn't neally get hot untilf afternocon. Then the Japanese stfarted
diving on our side of the convoy. The sky was now completely ovércast, with
Antervals of rain, but the weather neven got thick enough to hide us §rom
the Japanese. :

GEQOGRAPHY AIDS ENEMY

Moreover, geography gavored them Therne was Little room §or maneuver
An the island-gint Camotes Sea. To make matters wonse, the convoy had to
Zhread through a nanrow channel formed by reefs to Bohol before gaining
Surigao Strait. So the Japanese always hnew where fo find us.

Proghess was painfully defiberate. We took up oun battle station near

‘the nean o4 the convoy, §ish-tailing in dizzy cirneles. Ouwr destroyer had

a rneputation forn fuck -- no fatalities in three action-crowded yearns - but
as the afternoon wore on some 04 us could not help wondering if her numben
wasn' L up.

There were 84ix attacks, and then we Losi count. Anound mid-afternoon
goun bombers streaked from the clouds and plunged on the destroger directly
astern. Her gunmners had forty-five seconds of shooting time. They had to
be good. " Three of the atfackers were knocked down and the fourth was dam-

aged. 1t pulled out of its dive, slanted dcross the convoy and then crashed
Anto a destroyen An {Lames.

Then the P-38's gave the cfouds a shaking and more "bogies" fumbled
down. One burning plane kept a hondizontal course fon several minutes, tha-
vernsing the entine convoy before diving into the sea. ,

. Oun turn came at 3:38. 1 had taken advantage of a brief Lull to go
below. There was coffee 4in the wardroom and extra rations of chocolate.
No one had eaten since supper, for all the kitchen hands were needed on deck.

We felt bettern aften the coffee, and fofd ournselves that the worse

was over. After all, there werne only Zhiee more houns of daylight.



Then it happened. Eveny gun on deck Let Loose at once. Cups and
saucens flLew off the table, and the ship heeled s0 violently that 1 thought

'.wehadbeenh,u’:

Suddenly the big guns went sifent. Machine-guns kept up thein 5mmbc,c
clatten, and we knew that the Japanese bomber was so0 close that the only
hope Lay in 40MM and 20MM bullets. We braced ouwrselves for a /twdﬁic \joLt.
It nevenr came.

From above came shouts and cheerning. We neached deck just as’ ihe
Japanese bomber went down, 500 yards off starboard.

Taylon was on Zhe dULec,tmg platgonm, g)u.nn,mg broadly. "The b%i
shooting they've ever down," he ciied, "they're real money playens.™

The Japanese had come in at maat—.top Level, Looming very large and
personal in a distressingly brief passage of Ltime. Every gunner had sztuck
Lo his post, throwing Lead until the Japanese fLipped over and s£8id into the
sea.

DECKS LITTERED WITH SHELL CASES

The dechks were Littered with shell cases and reeked of condite. - Six
hundred and sixty-two rounds of 5-inch shells and 1,900 rounds of heavy
machine-gun bullets had been expended since daum. This had been the destroyer's
busiest action in three action-crowded yeans that began at Peark Harbor and
caried hen through the batiles of Midway and Santa Cruz, the New Britain
and New Guinea Campaigns, the Marianas and the Finst Battle of the Philippines.

The ondeal was not yet over. Several mone "bogies"” were intercepted by
P-38's and shot down from the darnkening sky. One §laming bombern crashed nean
the center of the convoy. He was tailed all the way down by a P-38 piloit
who didn't pull out of the dive until he was barely 100 §eet above the sea,
and seemed centain to be caught .in the explosion. At dusk we rounded the
southwest cap of Leyte. Night dlosed black and rainy and we knew that we
were out of danger. We Lost a few houns in Swrnigao Straif when some of the
smallern cragt got tangled, but no one cared.

Thrwoughout the action Taylon stayed on the directorn platform, whife
Lieutenant Robent T. Schulyer, of GLens Falls, NewY., and Lieutenant (fg)
Alfrned Gregony, of 42 Mountain Avenue, Maplewood, N.J., alternated as deck
officen. Ozhen New Yorkens aboand included Lieutenmant CLifgond J. Fullen,
£37-27 233nd Street, Laurelton, Queens, the assistant engineern. Lieutenant
{jg) Sam. R. Mec Cain, of Bremem, -Ga., was gunnery officen, and Lieutenant
(fg) Etmo S. Inby, of Fort Wonth, Tex., the machine gun officer.

Copied gnom the New York Hernald
Tribune by D.F. Meht, YZc.




STARBCARD MAIN CIRCLATING PUMP CEASED UP

We are off of Saipan suporting our troops with our 5" guns
Bombardment when the pump ceased up. We had to secure the
Starboard main engines or it would burn up. The purpose of
the circulating pump is to pump sea water through the con-
denser when we are dead in the water or going astern.

The sea water is picked by scoops when we are under way to
condense the steam that drives the main turbins (engine) and

the water is pumped to a storage tank (Surge Tank and used over
again to make steam from the boilers. So you can see the process
is used over and over again.

The condenser , fresh water side is under 29.5" of vacuum to
help keep the engines cool, along wirh the seawater being
pumpeé or scooped through the condenser salt water side..

The Chief in charge of the engine room at the time was Chief
machinist mate Webb, he sent word to the Captain that we would
have to go back to pearl harbor to have it repaird. The Captain
Taylor told the Chief engineer to get his butt and get that pump
repaird. Chief engineer was John Mgquillan a very good engineering
officer and a good friend of mind.

It was a very hard job to repair this pump because there was
so many steam lines around the pump, it was hot as "H" about
140 to 150 degrees "F".

First the chief engineering officer Mcquillan picked out the men
that were going to do the job, Himself, Fussey Sears and myself
Jack Dawson. MM1.

We removed all the asbestos insulation from around the steam lines
and the pump which, made it that much hotter. It took us about
three hours to do this because we could only work about 15

minutes at the time and get under the blower which was still 135
degrees.

We got the main bearing and the thrust bearing out they were

wiped pretty bad. We cleand up the shalf with steel wool and
crokers cloth. We didnT have any spare bearings so we had to use
what we had. We cleaned outthe babbit material on the o0ld bearings
because we didn't have any babbit material to pour new ones.

By sraping and blueing the 0ld one on the shaft we final got the
0ld bearings to fit with 75% surface to the shaft with .008"

0il clearance. The oil clearance was not supose to be more then
.006" o0il clearance. But we had to do with that, so we installed
the main bearing Then went to work on the thrust bearing, this
was the easy part of the job the thrust was supose to be .012"
0il clearance, by using shim brass we could ue=xE2¥8 set at the
right clerance.



We got the pump put back tggather in about four hours, so you
can see it took us about 7 hours to do thgf job. We were readéy
to test out the pump and it worked fine, it, was a job well done,
but three very, very tire men.

The best thing about this job it run the rest of the war with out
any more trouble.

Know sooner had we got the Starboard engine running that we
got orders to join the task force. I would hate to think that
we could not been able to carry out those orders, heads would
have rolled, ha!.

Boy was the repairs that we had made a few days earlier came in
handy. We were in the middle €o+ the first battle of the
Philippine Sea. A torpedoe plane came in on us and dropped its
torpedo and would have hit us on the port sideif hadn't been for
the maneuvering of Captain Taylor didyso it would miss the Con-
yngham .It did hit the Minnoapolis on port side. This was another
hig battle the jap¥%s lost over 300 planes the first day, they
called it the Trukey shoot.

Thank's to "GOD" we got that pump fixed in Time.

THE LOST OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN WOULD MAKE YOU SICK

After the invasion of Guam we gave the landing force gun support
July 18-22-1944. We were no longer needed at Guam , we ere ordered
to return to Tinian for the support of the 2nd and 4th marines
invasion , to give them what ever they needed in gun support. We
procceded to fire at all the target located in off the sheer clift
that over looked the channel. The area was Pock-marked with these
neat tunnel caves, and as we rounded the tip of Tinian  , on the
southern side of the island, it was a terrible sight to see.

There were hundreds of bodies floating in the water. The Jap-
anese had convinced the civilian on Tinian and Saipan as well,that
that the Americans would kill ever body in sight including the
Women and Children. So, they urged them to jump of the clift, Com-
mit Hara-¥Kiri:; and many, many did, the bodys had been in the

water for several days because their bodies were bloated and
flootinvyhigh in the water. It is sometning yow willnever forget.

Qur job was to fire in the caves and flush out in Japamese that
were their, which we proceeded to do. We had a Marine interpreter
on board which spoke Japanese, he had a bull horn, and he appealed
to the Japanese to come out and surrender. At first they didn't
come out, so we fired in the caves, then they started coming out
with white flags, so that ended that. I think at the time we would
liked to kill them all, but thats not the American way.



WORLD WAR II PAYGRADES
Pay Grade Rate Monthly Pay +20%

7 AS $21.00 - sea pay”
6 s2¢ 36.00 43.00
5 Slc 54.00 65.00
4 PO3c 60.00 72.00
3 PO2c 72.00 86.00
2 PO1c 84.00 - 100.00
1-A CPO(T)  99.00 119.00
1 CPO 126.00  151.00 _

*Source The Bluejackets' Manual - 1940

Jon Holiday who sent wus = the above
went on to say that he spent 4 years,one
month and two days outside the continen-
tal U.S. and figured his pay,during
his Thitch , including rate raises,at
$6,290.00. Having earned 12 Dbattle
stars that comes out to about $500.00
per star. It did occur to him that
the Japanese who spent three- years
in  detainment received  $20,000.00
and didn't even get shot at!
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.. P15 28 SBeptember 1943, -
"+ Serlel No. 266-43, . i S S A,
Prom: Cemmander Task Foroe SEVEﬁTTu&II.R'““f?
To: Commanding 0fficer, U.S.5. CONYNODAM.
Via: Comrmander Dastroyer SqundrodeIYﬁﬂﬁfti;
Subjeot: ‘Headquarters Ship, temporary duty”li;}
1.

. During the periods. from 2 September to
inclusive, .and 17 September to 25 Eeptembor,. inolusive, while

engeped in asseult phases of aative emphiblous operations in the
Hew Guinea Area, U.S5,3. CONYNGHAM served as Fla
Ship for Cormander Tysk Foroes SEVENTY-SIX. e

2, In ipito of iha'limitodzépﬁcca;nd;runilitioa avail-
able in a ship of the CONYIONAM olass, accommodation for me and my
staff was cheerfully provided- and sorvices were unfalilingly per-

formed by the ship's company to ocontribute to our effectiveness snd
oomfort, ‘ P T § T A

1L September,

"

e R e L I

. 1~ I"wish To exXpress to you and to the officers eand msn

of your command my deep appreciation for the unflagging ocourtesy
.and cooperation afforded me, the members of my steff, and the many ,
"~ officers of the Alliod Servioes.who were aboard; duriong the aperations,

Le . 1coEaoh dopartment of the ship enthusiastioslly carried
its share ©f the .edded burden, but % wish especially to commend the
personnelo bl ths radio and signal divinions for their efficlent .
handling of heavy trarfioc undarﬂatrcnuoua‘oiroumntgnngs.

/8/ D. E. BARBRY, - 0
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g ‘ OFFICERS =~ Am%un bpouzh Amount

Pay No. -~ Hams Rank FORWARD 1lst t:x'. Drawn \gg%

Ol KBOHEHBEKG Robert A. Lt.(Jg}$C, USKR 3142,23 - 8185.00
0=-2 WARD, James Henry nmmander U3y £96,15 48,
0=-8 TOMASINI, Frederiock A, Lt. gs) USYR  219.01 600,
0-9 SHREVE, William C. sy 514,30 70,
0=13 BRYAN, Jeorge Raymond Jr. Lt.Hg; USH 104.23 ig8,
Qw14 SPBHH George G. USKR 324,98 347,
0-17 GRE!"ORY, Alfrod I. Ensign usy 231,35 145,

. - i ‘_i‘,_:"-'ir}wm T D »,. ; s ; ,1 m ? m gkt ,‘ngAW
B el e K -—--muiaar?.  Ensign USNR 353,41 249,
0=21 MC caxn Sam R, - Ensign USHR 322,23 95,
0e22 EMMOKS, Batrd E. Ensign . USKR 125,88 97,
0-23 OILBERG, Joseph B. Ensign:  USKR 189,76 180,
0-24 KENNEDY, James J, Enaign U$KR 305,17 125,
0-25 ROESSELER, Clapence A, Ensign USNR 160,57 130,
0-26 WILLIAMS, Loren L. Ensi USE R mo 81 280.
0-27 PATTON, lobert W, Lt-...(?g)nc US R 82.29 300,
0-29 m-r'rmmn Richard O,  Enstgm 726 zeggmv 240.
0-30 FREEMAY, John Ensign Lsm 125,
0=31 FULLER, cnrrord. Je Ensign USKR 40,
0-32 Everett L. . Bos'n Sy 61.44 62,
Q=33 s&sﬁm,_mma R, Ensign USN x(ma.ss)&“fg-* 78.

k%
; ¥iad m 3

S -1 PFILOSA, Edward A, cmsrx; - 48,08 428,
e 2 ROWE, Henry R.. §( PA 33R.31 200.
4  HERMAN, Warren (n) cmgm; 5710 198,
5 POTYRALA, Zygmon (n) CrM(AA 356,08 405,
-12 - CALDWELL,” Ernest—G, - REl/e. 1367 180,
13 EBENRY, Gereld M, sKl/e. 445,2Y%. 400.




- e T T R

17
18-
19
21
28
23
24
25
27
29
30
33
32
35
38
37
38
39
40

-42

43
44
45
48

R -~ |

&3
o4

%

59

HALL, Charles W,
STJBZMAN Edward J,
PERRY, Jesee H,
HYRUM, James B,
BARHETT John (n)
GEREARDT ene S,
8UTTON, éhar rlies L. Jr,
Romzsos Roy C.
NEKETZ, P
HANLEY, Rlchard r,
I!AlmERLIH Victor C.Jdr.
SEARS , Charlea :
B*!IRLEY Raymond R,
HUGﬂAH, Roderiak 00
PERKINS, Bugense P,
WATERS, Roger K,
.QEEOTT Elmer @,
EAﬂGHHA!‘I Joe B,
BiEELLO ’ Anthon (ﬁ) ”””””
PHKNTIGE, John F. .Tr.
MILLS, Ray!brd r,

Doyne 7T,
xom.sfmr, Richerd G,
DOYERS, Wesley C,.
HOLLAND, James W,

CASH, Iverson M, Jr,

~smITh, William "R" Jr.

BEHR: et G
»
EARGEHT Stephen "J" Jr,

WHITE’ Jﬂm vi

] ..

AS

"edertck A, Jr, m,m.

Ox“
m/e.
?tllhc

gltgﬁ‘\
831,78
251.89 |
483,67 '
411.42
146,27 - |
178.68 |

79,70 |
198.07 |
277.22 )
391,61 |
166,53

85,19 |
188.01
161,08
271,58 |
203.8? ;




C-62 HANCOCK, Donal D m/a.
63 MORR 3 *Vernon (n) Bkr,3/0,
64 , Lewla E, Cox, |
88 ﬂmm Jasper R, me2/a,
87 WELCH, Harry E, | 8C3/c.
68 DENREY, Stanley A. Po1/0,
69 WILLIAKSON, Avthuws D. 802/,
70 CGUTHRIR cxo e L, MH2/0, |
71 MOORE, ieonara'w. m2/e,
7S SORELLE, I’alte? . Fol/ce |
74 KUSSELL, Fred (n) jJr. /

5 S q=~-~ﬁ$-';:‘}"“§£ssmbl %{““g’” i
: M f‘g‘&r 'P .Tr. o

79 BONTGOMER:, Enrnolt Ge
‘82 ZumNE,LANOUETTE, John
‘83 DZIRNGELESKI, Chester X,
84 WINSTON, John A, ‘
85 SIWQHS les F,

88 RAGLAHD mn €, Jr.

RIDDLE, "ra

o1 DAGGETE, Alfred A.
93 MOGER, Yo
w,‘mpm'r John A,
©4 THOMSON, Sidney T,

- 98 JOHNSTON, Paul M. - /o
96 JONES, James L. :
97 CHAPEL, YR" ®A" ! 8,17ce

. 098 ovm Chutsr c. / EM2/e.
%) 100 mmmu dordon D, / ous/c.

301 JOWES, Ralph K. ‘ /B
" 103"-msm=n n rl J. B}/,
104 NCUSON, We 13;  _8M3/6,
. fev 308" MERRINGION, Jess M. - RES/o.
. 108 ROACH, John J. N ¥.2 /c.

‘107 TROJAN. Stanlev . zx) S.1/c.

130,




108' WICKARD, Calvin /L., S.2/0,
109 REMLINGER, Robert P, F.2/6. .
111 JEOLINSKI, Alcx’ndor {n) coul{m)
113 TURIK, Johm J,; 'RT1/c.
114 MOSS, Wilbert (n) STHL /0,
115 QUATTROCIOCCHY, Frank(n) Su3/e.
116° OILES, Dand I, ~ ME2/q,
118 PROSISE, Clarence C, Jr, OMS ()
119 PLEUS, Hartwig C, " P/
221 MIXSELL, John (n) Jr, 8,1/0.
122 MORPHEW, Thomss B, =~ - Se1/o.
. 183 MELTON, Bubert D, aM3/s,
124 NEWTON, Joe D, F.%/c.
\ 326 MEsDOWE, Rasho 7. S¥3/a,
' MAGUFFEE, Dolphus E, 8.1/,
- KOLESAR, Henry (n) 0oX,
331 LHOAS, Ty 111w 2, __FC3/a,(m)
) .;‘. ® i w
. .133 CARROLL, John W, SFS/a.
B g gnhi ghlfa'

i : - -1 Vi Ty
138 KONTCOMERY, " Jake G, 5.17s.
130 MILLER, Nelvin (n) F.1/o,
.340 DELGADS, Vigtor M, st /s,
141 MORET, Pmul (n) F2/5,
142 MYERS, Paul J, Y.3/6,

. 14B3 MORRIS, Dgnver D, Ss1/e, /
147 ALTON, Gerald O, $.3/e. /
148 OIBLTR, Edward B, 8s2/c, /
149 STRATTON, Donald G, RAM3/a,/
150 CALDWELL Jahn S. S.l Co
181 MG KERNAN, Edward J, Jr, R A

Lamperns

205,

110,




C=152
183

1584
167
158"
159
160

181
162
. 166

i AQTENELLO Pr..tﬂn hs

CREW Con't
SINGLETON, EBllle B, g/b.
LOPEZ, Joseph W, 3,170,
MC INTIRE, Lloyd H, s 1/;-..
DOKINI, Adolph J, 8.1/,
ﬁUNGAH, Howard F, Cox.,
LOWE, Harry R, (AR)
QUINLIVAN, Frank B, Jr.was e
PISTA, Louls M, TMZ/C o
HILL Jhmet E, TM%qu
o eph. 4. EMS/Ge. .
‘ counﬁznas zﬁ?ﬁf (nJ i
:'QAVIQSﬁ! xbi -
 HARLAN, #1111em X, s.1/h

AYDREWS, Willlem L., Pce/b (M)

- ALAERODZINSKY, Zigmund W, £ aﬁu.

* ALLYSON, James W. c

' APGDAC& Arthur J. 5 i/
é

5?1

BABR, Riehlrd P.

" BAILIE, Reymond L. F.I/b.

BARTLETT thn A, RAM3 /¢,

" BATTENFIELD, k (n) P,1/6,,
" BILLINGHAM, ch los A.Jr. 1/&.

" BEROIT, CRfi ‘e

' PRANTE, Delton H.

ARROWSKITH, David A, /P.
 ATKINS, Glen C, F.l o -
- BARNES, ai1liam Ao Se.1/00
' MEAR,  Charles B, . Enn/h.

TUSSELL Claude &, SoN2

" JOHNSOW, Barl (n)’ . S.1/8.
| PARK, Robert J, s-l/_o.

111.81

,‘laﬁ.Li

79,98
121,87
254,08

77471

166,88
259,53
412,36

dldeB9

519,92

‘106‘.. e’_”_ i

45,88
362,88

104,14

27:10
178,10
128194
147.20
132,65

882,30

288,70
99,20
85,90
08,17

166,80

188,68

112,35

93,62

118,01
26,78

160,
110,

29,
145,
299,

2RO,

310,
130,
120,

'.'115.

155,

5Qe
124,

57.
310,
150,
130,

'1480

420,
215,
109.
B0.
180,
110,
88.
110,
93,
83.
140,
149,




203 ' REDD, EBvarrett R, BUO/Ge
20, NIELSEN, Alfred (n) HNM1/c.
203 ' ROBERTS, Vietor H, Ml/e, -
205 ' HADLEY, Delos Jr. 8.Lﬁa.
207 ROCHA, Jenaro A, s.z/b.
208 MOLAND, John L 8.1/6.
209 WORLD, George L. S.2/6.
213 XING, ‘calvin H. Fel/6s
214 KRAMER, George P. 8.,2/0,
216 ' aERLEMAN, Phillip W,  GM2/e..
218 CREESHAW ®lza R, ™2/6,
817 KATZ, Marvin (n) EM2/c.
218 TISDALE, Ceoll E, TS /e
2190 MINOGUE, ¥ichael C. F.l/nt

220 MILLER, JohnT. n.aéo.

1 . NICKELS, Harry E, s,

gggxuvnann, Robert J, 1/h.

= 2 QIRRS, W,1liam:D. 1
: w WREL:MLS i -g
225 TAYLOE, Williak D.

' 228 BARPAS, Robert J. s /b.
208 ZINMERMAN, Robert L, R Co
239 "RRODE Beornard Jo P 00
230 KEARNEY, Michael J, F.*/ ,
231 XUNESH, Otto (n) /b.

232 EROWN, Lloyd R
233 RAPP, Raymond E. pc%/b.(r)
284 LAWSON, Cordon B,

- 235 TLLECKY, Eugere A, '!.a/h;,
m DOBRUUKI Eaward Jo 3. /00
237 RANSEY, Arthur L. ro1/c.

. 238 DICKTH%GN Rlocherd L. CCSta(AA)
239 DAW3ON, Jack P, /e,
241 VAN palaH, Holly (n) TM2/e.

i

L o ‘;’;:

. 139,58
— 00,94

TTiDe 4R
2+68
§77.60
35,44
228,32
31.46
107,43

250, 5L

174,07
188,92
504,63
. 43.65
168,34
247,58
83,88
. 57,93
112,44
125.27

109,95
117,98
126,48
224,67
318,96
180,56
389,77

63.72
106.19

(PATD™

550,79

86,70
152,47
106,59
182,43

111,
90,
78,

110,
6l.

100,

353,

255,

150,

410,

100.

150,

170.

205,
7.

100.

- 138,

140,

. 29b«

260.
130,
151,
120,
42,
130,
1304
130,
130,
100,
277,
125,
250,




(] CON'T CREW

CHATHAN, Fobert L. stil/e, 78,53 108,00

KIRK, Alton E, 8,1/0, 89.63 119,
HULFORD L].O ). 1 . Sey/0 26351 210,
PRILLIPS, Rdvmrd J.  SoM2/e, 254,10 360,
HEYERS, Robert G, UM2/C. 95,58 145,
KIESLER,Walter J, W2 /0. 151,80 o
PROFFITY, James D, S.2/6, 204,98 120,
PICKARD, W,llilm Lo Wc'o 88,686 248,
BLACK, Raymond 2, S.1/ce 215,85 130.
BERG, Melvin R, 8.2/0. 253,59 210,
. BELL, Archiebald A. . 8.2/0e 81,05 146,
BECK Charles D, . 8,2/0. 98.45 148/
_ BARTOS, Viadimir J, 8.1 /0. 234,61 340,
BATLEY, Thomas Pe Jr's Seq/Ce 108,01 215,
BROWN, ' stewart E. 3.17c. 93,13 100,
BLANKEWSHIP, Jorry L. F.2/Ce 180,89 - 100,
ARMETTA, Willlem {n) S.1/c. 189.24 i
SORELLE, Jumes H, TH2/0, 78,20 78, .
LINCK, Auguat (n) J»e MM2/c, 26,00 cwee
NATHAN, Donald H. F.1/6s 81,94 108,
Evancm Nzcholms C, sm/c. 278,30 X3 414,
HPBREY Mﬁ:‘iﬂn R. -2/“ ® 130,72 70,
ROEHL, Robert E, 8.2/6. 35.48 05,
LINDEMULDER,William "R® sm/a. 84.77 - 302,
MURRAY, Michael ¥,  OMi/a, 65,98 135,
WEEB, Raymond E, " CMM(AA) 116,48 243,
MORGAY, .JDoas P. MoMM2 /o, 208,46 190,
Fnrromn Louu 3.1/ 271,72 400.
i uOON o ® 7‘ .44 104 L]
2. mncévrrea, Bemrd (n) / . 15,44 100,
~"GOTCHER, Fatel B 91,28 320,
APPLEWHITE, Jack® M 8.1/e. 84.82 114,
WONTAN, Warren Re RXS/6. 82,38 227,

R&H!EX ""l‘&ltm‘mh PedfCy :
Jim &, /Tt S
xxzshu, Nelson R  P.2/ec. 14.90 80,

l-mmrm “’!u— = M - - e . L




e

AUD AL NGY e

PROWK, James H,
WICKER, Lawrence R, -
JONES, Cleude E,
JONES, Leonard R,
HERNAWDEZ, Raul O,
HOEMANN, fubert H.
WHITMORE, Fobert W,
EORE, Lindon B,
WILSOW, Carl C,
JOFES, %illard H. Jr,
HUGHES, Everett H,
WILLIS, Hartin L.
HOGUE, Farris A, Jr.
ZADOROCNY, John M,
WILLIANS, Willard R,
WILLIAMS, Harry 7,
JOYES, Velter Jr.

T POELETTIV,Joseph T

JACKSON, Thomas L,
JONES, Willlem J,
JACKSON, Hubert D,
KEENER, Ceorge He Jr.
LAMB, James E,
HUBBARD, Jemes T,
BAm’ Mﬂ wn J!'.
HENL, Dwight P,

4%k e VY

26,67

BB --1.53--

14,38
32,00
J4.20
S2.02
10.28

T

16,86
31.95

ov &
PAED--~5+28

14,06
1660
49,18
15,48
27058

il i
sl BCygnR

Disbursing Officer
. UsS.S. CONYNGHAM

s gt
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